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Rocky Ford School Board President Jim DeBartolo and board member Joel Lundquist try to hool-a-
hoop at the Rocky Ford Education Association Spring Banquet Monday night that honored service
award winners and retirees. The event's theme was the 1950s.

Dems kill Kestc
development bi

DENVER — On a 4-3 party-
line vote with Democrats
opposed, State Sen. Ken Kester,
R-Las Animas, lost his bill
Tuesday that would have
spurred economic development
in rural Colorado.

House Bill 1154, which had
previously passed the House,
would have created the Rural
Local Government Economic
Development fund. The money
in this fund would have been
used to match funding efforts by
rural local governments to stim-
ulate economic development in
their area.

"Democrat lawmakers missed a
great opportunity to provide a
great deal of help to the rural areas

of our state," Kester s:
Bill 1154 gave hope to many of my
constituents in the economically
depressed cities and counties of
Colorado, but the urban
Democrats apparently just don't
get it This bill meant jobs and eco-
nomic diversity — both of which
are hard to develop in rural areas."

The type of incentives, the
number and type of potential
jobs created, and the extent of
public benefits would have been
considered before any money
was distributed.

The funds would have come
from the Waste Tire Recycling
Development Fee. Rep. Jim
Sullivan, R-Larkspur, carried the
bill through the House.

Cheraw OKs teachers, budget
BY SEAN MX KELLEY

•Personnel issues and capital construction were
the main issues tackled at Tuesday nighf s school
board meeting in Cheraw.

On the personnel front the board voted unani-
mously to hire Cindy Penner as a secondary
math teacher at the high school and approved for
budget consideration the position of a K-12 art
teacher, although one has not been hired yet

They also regretfully accepted the resignation
of head football coach Tim Beebe. In his letter
Beebe started that not being a full-time employee

with the school district was hard for communica-
tions, however he did express an interest in stay-
ing on with the program and that was granted
later in the meeting when the board approved its
classified appointments and its coaching slate for
2005-06.

Among them was the hiring of Michael Book
as head football coach. Book is currently princi-
pal but will be the school's counselor/athletic
director next year. Beebe was then tabbed as his
assistant

See C H E R A W , page 12

56th Tiger Relays
this week

The La Junta High School track and field teams will host its big
meets this week beginning with the Lady Tiger Invitational on
Thursday and the Tiger Relays on Friday.

This year will be the 56th running of the Tiger Relays and it has
been run every year since its inception in 1950. It is the longest
continuous track meet in the state of Colorado.

In addition to La Junta, last year's Tiger Relays featured Lamar,
the six Pueblo schools and Coronado, Mesa Ridge, Mitchell and
Wasson, all from Colorado Springs.

Both meets will begin at 3:30 p.m. on their respective dates.

RF holds public hearing for Tri-County funds
BY RODNEY BAIRD

The Rocky Ford City Council
convened a special public hear-
ing Tuesday evening for review
and comment on two housing
projects being handled by Tri-
County Housing and
Community Development

Jim liles, executive director of
Tri-County, explained the pur-
pose of the hearing and had invit-
ed Rick Hanger, housing develop-
ment specialist from the Colorado
Department of Local Affairs, to
assist in answering questions.

"A hearing is required by
state law when money is
received by the state through
federal block grants," said liles.
"The state gets money for the
small cities for housing, infras-
tructure and economic develop-
ment Cities then have to deal
with it and hold a hearing when
the grant value is over $200,000."

'file hearing is advertised in
local newspapers inviting resi-
dents to attend, thereby keep-

ing the grant process entirely in will be somewhere around $1.6
the public arena.

TTie first project reviewed by
Liles was the Cottonwood
Assisted living facility in Rocky
Ford.

"The assisted living project
costs around $2.1 million dollars
and we received $350,000 from
the state housing in a block
grant," said liles. "Rural
Development gave $1.5 million
to that project."

The city of Rocky Ford,
Arkansas Valley Regional
Medical Center and Otero
County also contributed match-
ing funds in both money and/or
in-kind assistance.

"The second item I have is
the Melonaire Apartments at
908 Washington in Rocky Ford,"
continued liles. "We-have gut-
ted (a portion of) it and we are
going to rehabilitate it We need
money from the state and are
asking for a block grant of
$345,000. Our anticipated cost

million dollars.
"We already have about

$500,000 from Neighborhood
Reinvestment, and are asking
foundations and organizations
for additional funds."

There are 24 apartments
being redesigned, adding more
two bedroom apartments to the
facility, said Liles. Currently
there are only a few two bed-
room and the need seems to
indicate two bedroom apart-
ments are in greater demand.
The project will take about nine
months to complete when it
finally gets started, said liles

The city of Rocky Ford must
act as a pass-through agency
for governmental grants. Tri-
County Housing applies for the
grants in the name of the city,
and then acts as a "subcontrac-
tor" in rehabilitating the prop-
erty. The city then becomes
the agency providing oversight
on a project, ensuring the

Executive Director of Tri-County Housing Jim Liles addresses the
Rocky Ford city council. Seated just behind him is Rick Hanger, of
Colorado Department of Local Affairs.

money is spent properly.
During the following discus-

sion, Mayor Randy Hamilton
asked if the city of Rocky Ford
would be affected in later
requests for grants on other
projects.

"Not at all," replied Hanger.
"Housing funding grants are
separate from city funding."

Hamilton asked if there were
any comments from the audi-
ence and hearing none, closed
the hearing.
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CHERAW
From page 1

On the capital construction
front the board heard a presen-
tation from John Caniield who
works for the governor's Office
of Energy Management and
Conservation.

More specifically, Canfield
pitched the use of performance
contracts as a way for the dis-
trict to get needed repairs done
now and paying them back with
future savings on energy costs.
The board approved the mea-
sure (see related story page.)

The board also agreed to
begin looking at the sound
problems in the
gymnasium/auditorium. The
district decided to approve a bid
by Homes of Tomorrow Today
to do an assessment of the
sound issues and to install floor
jacks for microphones and clean
the system, which should begin

to help the problem. T h e
board also approved a heating
ventilation and air condition bid
from Pete Peterson for the one
of the district's rental's that is
being renovated. The plumbing
bid for the same project was
granted to Lyle and Sons.
Budget hearing,
approval

After opening the meeting,
the board had scheduled a pub-
lic hearing on the upcoming
budget, however no one chose
to speak so the board continued
with the meeting and later
approved the second reading of
the budget

The board approved the
2005-06 budget which as written
would have the district generat-
ing $2,887,805 in revenue and
planning to spend $2,887,805 in
expenditures.

As far as the capital reserves
budget is concerned, no funds
are intended to be used for
operating expenses in the

upcoming year, hi the 2004-05
budget there was a shortfall of
$2,649 while in the two previous
years there were increases each
year of over $70,000.

On the expenditures' side of
the ledger, that is an increase of
approximately $55,000 or an
increase of 4.1 percent from
2004-05. Over the last two bud-
gets, expenditures have
increased at rates of 4.9 percent
in 2003-04 and 12.8 percent
increase in 2002-03.

Revenue overall is increasing
by approximately $95,000 most-
ly due to $80,000 increase in the
beginning fund balance, which
has risen each of the last four
budgets from $550,000 to
$680,000.
Trips approved for stu-
dents
Four requests for conference

trips or field trips were made
during the meeting.

First, Tanaye Carroll and
Samantha Rhode were selected
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at the State
Family, Career
a n d
C o m m u n i t y
Leaders of
A m e r i c a
Conference to
r e p r e s e n t
Colorado at the Corey Beebe
n a t i o n a l
FCCLA conference to be held in
San Diego, Calif. July 1-7.

The girls came before the
board and asked if the district
would help in covering the
funds for the trip.

The pair are also currently
raising funds, but should that
effort fall short the board did
vote to pick up the remainder of
the expenses.

Similarly, at the Future
Business Leaders of America
state conference, Corey Beebe
was selected to be the Colorado
Vice President representing
District 7.

With this honor comes an

opportunity to travel with the
rest of the Colorado delegation
to Orlando. His request echoed
those of the FCCLA members
in the hopes that the board
would help in picking up any
expenses that are not covered
by raising funds.

The third request was that
of a field trip for the school's
second graders to the Cave of
the Winds and the North Pole.
The students have been study-
ing caves this year, according
to teacher Becky Book. The
board gave its approval for the
trip.

The final trip that was
approved was for the students
in the gifted and talented pro-
gram. They will be making a
trip to the Colorado Springs
are including stops at cliff
dwellings, an old fashioned
soda shop, a special tour of
the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
and the Olympic Training
Facility.
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